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T HE ſubject, to which I would now 
direct your ſerious attention, derives 
peculiar force from an awful and melancholy 
event, that took place in the courſe of the 
laſt week, with which I feel my own mind 
much affected; the ſudden removal of a 
worthy and eminent perſon, whoſe name is 
not unknown to you, the Rev. Mr. Rozin- 
SON, of Cambridge, Laſt Lord's-Day he 
preached the Charity-Sermon for the School 
ſupported by two Societies of Proteſtant- 
Diſſenters, at Birmingham : he ſpent Mon- 
day and Tueſday there particularly agreeable 
to all by his enlivening converſation : about 
eleven at night of the latter day, he was 
attended to his bed- chamber, and left in 
apparent health and perfect cheerfulneſs by 
1 B che 
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che reſpectable gentleman * at whoſe houſe 
he lodged, and from whom I have received 
the painful information: who alas! found 
him, the next morning, a breathleſs corple. 
He appeared to have gone off early in the 
night, and without a ſtruggle, more than 
what an aſthmatic affection had occaſioned 
in his breaſt. 


Such an event powerfully conveys to our 


minds the admonition of our Lord and 


Saviour IE Sus CHRIST, in 


Marx x111. 34, 35, 36, 37. 


Fox THE SON OF MAN 18 as @ man 
taking a far journey, who left his houſe, and 
gave authority to his ſervants, and to every 
man hrs work, and commanded the porter to 
watch. Watch ye, therefore ( for ye know 
not when the Maſter of the houſe cometh; at 


even, or at midnight, or at the cock-crowing, 


or in the morning) left coming ſuddenly, he find 
you ſleeping. And what I ſay unto —_ I jay 
unto all, WATCH. | 


* WILLIAM RUSSEL, Eſq. of $onel-Greim near 
Birmingham. 
Our 


314 
Our Lord was fully ſenſible, that the 
minds of men are little affected with the 
proſpect of future and diſtant events, how 
certain and important ſoever; while they are 
greatly captivated and enſnared by preſent 
things, by the cares and amuſements of a 
world, which they muſt ſhortly leave, and 
which paſſeth away with all the faſhion, 
pomp, and glory of it. He therefore re- 
peatedly employs apt compariſons and 
ſtriking parables, to warn men of the folly 
of negletting a due and carefal preparation 
for his awful appearance' to judgment. 
Again and again he calls upon his diſciples 
to be ready to watch and pray. Take heed, 
watch and pray ; for ye know not when the 
time is, v.33. The Exhortation is renewed 
in the text. The ſtrong manner and uni- 
verſal terms in which it is expreſſed, cannot 
fail to awaken ſome attention to it, © For 
* the Son of Man is as a man taking a far 
journey, who left his houſe, and gave 
authority to his ſervants, and to every 
man his work, and commanded the porter 
to watch, Watch ye, therefore (for ye 
know not when the Maſter of the houſe 
cometh; at even, or at midnight, or at 
B 2 * the 
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© the cock-crowing, or in the morning) leſt 


coming ſuddenly, he find you ſleeping. 


“And what I ſay unto you, I ſay unto all, 
«© WaTcn.” There is ſuch an energy and 


authority in theſe words from the lips of 


Chriſt, as well as ſuch propriety and uſeful- 


neſs in the advice, that we may certainly 


adopt here our Lord's well-known ſummons 


of attention: © whoever hath an ear to hear, 


* let him here,” I will endeavour 


I. To explain the duty to which our 


Saviour calls us. And 


II. Would point out the weighty and 


ſerious conſideration by which it is enfored. 


I. I begin with explaining the duty, 
which Chriſt, our Maſter, here enjoins. 
“ What I ſay unto you, I ſay unto all, 
% Watch.” It hath a reference to a future 


and intereſting event, which will certainly, 
though in an unknown moment, overtake 


us. This event 1s our removal from the 
preſent world into another and eternal ſtate, 
or our appearance at the tribunal of Chriſt, 
when he ſhall come with majeſty and great 


glory 


Fd 


C8 J 
glory to judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
and to render to every man according to 
his deeds. It maketh no material difference, 
in this caſe, whether we regard either or 
both of theſe events, as what we are called 
to meet with a waiting and prepared poſ- 
ture: for © as it is appointed for all men 
* once to die, ſo after death the judgment.” 
In the grave there will be no perception of 
the lapſe of time. One moment the eyes 
cloſe on all things here, on the next they 
will open to ſee the Judge coming in the 
clouds of heaven. It is our duty and wit 
dom, the duty meant by Chriſt's exhorta- 
tion to © watch :” to be ſenſible that theſe 
events will take place, and to exert all our 
vigour, and uſe the utmoſt care not to be 
ſurpriſed, before we have made a due pre- 
paration for them. But to be more parti- 
cular, to © watch” ſignifies 


Firſt, That we keep clear of all immo- 
derate and unlawful worldly pleaſures and 
cares. It is obſervable, that we find ſo- 
briety and watchfulneſs almoſt conſtantly 
joined together in the New Teſtament. 
Thus Peter exhorts, © be ſober, be vigi- 

N lant,” 


x * 4 


lant.“ 1 Pet. v. 8. The apoſtle Paul urges ” 
ſame thing; let us watch and be ſober.” 
Theſ. 5,6. Our bleſſed Maſter hath Epen 
united theſe things in his advices and re- 
monſtrances, on this head. Take heed,” 
ſaid he, © that your hearts be not over- 
charged with ſurfeiting and drunkenneſs, 
and the cares of this life: and ſo that day 
% come upon you unawares.” Luke xx1, 
34. But if the ſervant ſhall ſay in his 
„heart, my Lord delayeth his coming, and 
* ſhall begin to eat and drink, and to be 
& drunken; the Lord of that ſervant ſhall 
come in a day when he looketh not for 
« him, and at an hour when he is not 
« aware, and ſhall cut him aſunder, and 
«appoint him his portion with hypocrites.” 
Matt. xx1v. 48. 


The nature of things ſheweth the pro- 
priety of theſe injunctions, and ſpeaketh the 
very language of Scripture. Immoderate 
pleaſures and exceſſive cares can never 
conſiſt with the temper of mind meant by 
watchſulneſs. They both betray men into 
a forgetfulneſs of the hour of death, and 
e day of Judgment, They engage the 


affections 


E 


affections on the fide of other objects, they 
keep the thoughts employed about other 
things than the concerns of an eternal ſtate. 
They are enemies to that calmneſs and 
recollection, to that activity in religion, and 
to that purity of heart, from whence muſt 
ariſe our preparation for another world. 
Fleſhly luſts and worldly cares war againſt 
the peace and dignity of the ſoul: for it 
becomes, under their influence, ſo immerſed 
and diſſolved in the pleaſures of ſenſe, or 
lo depreſſed : and ſunk with grief and fear, 


that it cannot ſo much as lift up its Eyes to 
the heavens. | 


In ſuch a caſe, where is a holy and be- 
coming care not to miſs of the heavenly 
recompence, to be found? Where is our 
ſerious thoughtfulneſs about things eternal ? 
How are the impreſſions of religion to be felt? 
Inſtead of the loins being girt, the raiment of 
righteouſneſs ſits looſe; inſtead of the lamp 
burning, its luſtre is damped amidſt the 
tumes of intemperance, and its light ready 
to expire. Is ſuch a fervant prepared for 
his Lord's coming, or in the poſture in 
which he would with to be found? Here 
then 
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then let us ſet an holy guard upon our- 
ſelves, that we © love not the world, nor 


* the things of it; that we are not drowned 


in its ſorrows, nor intoxicated with its joys. 
Would we be vigilant, let us be ſober. 
Again, to © watch” means 


Secondly, That we attend to and obſerve 
our temper and conduct. This is an eſſen· 
tial part of a ſuitable proviſion for that 
awful moment, when the ſecrets of all 
hearts ſhall be tried, and every © man ſhall 
receive according to the things done in the 
* body, whether good or evil.“ A watch- 
fulneſs over the turn and bent of our minds 
and the actions of our lives, is neceſſary to 
detect our errors, and to diſcover our imper- 
fections; to learn where our weakneſs lieth, 
and from what quarters ariſeth our greateſt 
danger. To what is it, in a great meaſure, 
owing, that men paſs their days without 


repenting of their evil deeds and ſinful 


imaginations, or without improving in holi- 
neſs and virtue: but to this, that they 
ſeldom make a pauſe in life, and put home 
this uſeful inquiry; © What have I done?“ 
Hence death, as it arreſts them in an unex- 


pected 
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pected moment, cometh upon them un 
prepared for their latter end. 


When, therefore, our divine Maſter ſaith 
unto us in the language of friendſhip and 
authority, © Watch;” it is as if he had ſaid, 
« Keep your heart with diligence, think on 
« your doings, and examine your ways. 
Search and try yourſelves. Obſerve all 
the inclinations and averſions, all the 
* motions and affections of the ſoul. Survey 
« your conduct in the different relations of 
« life, and under the various ſcenes through 
* which you pals.” 


The parable of the ten virgins illuftrates 
this ſenſe of the Exhortation, 'and points 
out its propriety and force, when explained 
in this view. The fooliſh virgins took their 
lamps, but took no oil in them: and they 
diſcovered not their fatal neglett, till rouſed 
from their dangerous flumbers by the com- 
ing of the Bridegroom. Here was their 
error and ruin. They did not inſpect 
the ſtate of their lamps, or try the ſincerity 
of their religious profeſſion : they were 
careleis and unconcerned whether their veſ- 
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L 10 | 
ſels were repleniſhed with oil, or their 
profeſſion ſupported and adorned with the 
real virtues of a religious charatter. They 
omitted to make thoſe neceſſary and tepeated 
remarks on their conduct, which would 
have diſcovered to them their hypocriſy, 
and the inſufficiency of the proviſion they 
had made for the coming of the Bridegroom. 
Their attention and careleſſneſs reads to 
us an uſeful leſſon. It reminds us of the 


expediency of frequently reviewing our 
diſpoſitions and behaviour, of trying the 
ſincerity and power of our religious pro- 


feſſion, and of obſerving how our lamps 
are furniſhed with oil; and the light with 
which they ſhine is fed and nouriſhed by 


real goodneſs, and the ſubſtantial principles 


of piety. To watch ſeems more particularly 
to denote 5 


Thirdly, An holy and conſtant guard 


againſt the temptations and ſnares that beſet 


us. We ought always to bear in mind, that 
the preſent life is not a ſtate of reſt and 


ſecurity, but of duty and danger. This 


occaſions the neceſſity of being on our 


guard againſt treachery from within, and 


of 


[ 1 ] 


of being in a poſture of defence againſt 
aſſaults from without. Every place hath 
its peculiar temptations : every ſcene of life 
preſents its peculiar ſnares: from every 
quarter obſtacles to virtuous purſuits ariſe, 
And what giveth the temptations to which 
we are expoled their peculiar force over us, 


is, that they frequently attack us in an un- 


expected moment, and by an almoſt imper- 
ceptible manner gain upon us. What learn 
we from this, but the importance of cir- 
cumſpettion ? 


Experience inſtructeth us that this is our 
ſituation: and doth not wiſdom, nay com- 
mon prudence, ſuggelt to us, that when we 
live in a world beſet with ſnares on every 
ſide, we ſhould walk warily, and take our 


ſteps with caution ? None will diſpute, 


whether this be the meaning and deſign of 
our Lord's Exhortation, viz. to recommend, 
to urge this caution, 


To this part of Chriſtian watchfulneſs, 
let a ſerious, daily attention be paid. Before 
we leave our chambers in the morning, were 
we to anticipate the aſſaults our piety and 

C 2 virtue 


L 8.7 
virtue may ſuſtain in the day: when we 
change our place, or our employment, or 
our company, were we to command time 
for one calm and ſerious thought on the 
probability of being enſnared and overcome 
by ſome riſing emergency or circumſtance ; 
were we to take a moment for theſe prudent 
queſtions : © what ſnares will attend me this 
day, or in that ſituation? To what dan- 
« gers will my piety and virtue be expoſed 
© under fuch circumſtances, and in ſuch 
company: and am I prepared and forti- 
* fied ? Were we more generally and 
ſeriouſly to adopt theſe precautions, it is 


caly to ſee how happy and ſerviceable would 
be the effect. | 


But this foreſight of temptation, this pru- 
dent method of anticipating danger, which 
watchfulneſs implieth, beſides putting us on 
our guard, will break the force of temptations, 
when they do attack, It will prepare the 
mind for their aſſault, and put us on reſiſt- 
ing them. The firſt moment, in Which we 
are enticed, ſhould alarm us, ſhould awaken 
our fears, and call up our reſolution, To 
parley is to yield: to ſuffer a temptation to 

renew 


4 
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renew its ſolicitations, and continue its 
attack, is to give it ſtrength. The firſt 
moment is the ſeaſon for a bold reſiſtance 


and abſolute refuſal. 


“% Watchfulneſs, which is always neceſ- 

e ſary, is chiefly ſo,” obſerves one, when 
the firſt aſſaults are made. For then the 
enemy is moſt eaſily repulſed; if we 
never ſuffer him to get within us, but 
* upon the very firſt approach draw up 
* our forces, and fight him without the 
* gate. And this will be more manifeſt, if 
we obſerve by what methods and degrees 
temptations grow upon us. The firſt 
thing that preſents itſelf to the mind, is a 
plain, ſingle bought: this ſtrait is im- 
proved into a ftrong imagination; that 
again enforced by a ſenſible delight; then 
follow evil motions; and when theſe are 
once ſtirred, there wants nothing but the 
ent of the vill, and then the work is 
finiſhed. Now the firſt ſteps of this are 
ſeldom thought worth our care; ſome- 
times not taken notice of; ſo that the 
enemy is frequently got cloſe up to us, 
; “and 

0 
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& and even within our trenches, before we 
& obferve him*,” 


There is much truth and force 1n theſe 
remarks; and they inſtruct us, at the firſt 
appearance of temptation, to reflect; Now 
“ jg the hour of danger. Now heaven ob- 
« ſerves what fortitude my ſoul poſſeſſeth. 
« This is the ſeaſon ſor virtuous and 
« Chriſtian principles to exert their power. 
“ This is the critical moment. Now it will 
« appear how my vows and purpoſes weigh 
« with me; what influence the authority of 
“ God, and the hope of the crown of life, 
% have over me. Let me acquit myſelf 
te like a man and a Chriſtian.“ 


Laſtly. To watch, is to be active and 
diligent in the duties of the Chriſtian life. 
The exhortation, as it ſtands in Matth. xxv. 
follows the parable of the ten virgins, who 
all ſlumbered and flept. In another place, 


* THOMAS a KEMpPIs, as quoted by Mr. Masox, 
in his valuable Treatiſe on Self-Knowledge, Part J. 


fl Chap. 8. 


watchfulneſs 


our Lord introduces his diſcourſe upon | 
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watchfulneſs with this admonition; “ Let 
« your loins be girded about and your light 
* burning,” Luke xii. A language which 
ſignifies the vigour of our graces, the con- 
ſtancy and fervor of our piety and goodneſs. 
Indeed, indolence and {loth, careleſſneſs and 
indifference in the practice of religion and 
the purſuit of eternal life, are very unſuitable 
preparatives for the arreſt of death, or the 
coming of Chriſt. How can the wiſdom 
and fidelity of the faithful ſteward, who 
executeth his Lord's commands and ma- 
nages all his conduct with a reference to 
his coming, be diſplayed without diligence; 
or be found in the indolent and inactive? [ 
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As the profeſſors of the goſpel and the 
-expectants of a future ſtate, we are under 
peculiar obligations to be zealous in good 
works. We are bound by all the ties of 
gratitude, we are encouraged by all the aſ- 
ſurances of ſucceſs, to grow in grace, to go 
on unto perfeftion, to ahound in the work of 
the Lord. If any thing requireth the exer- 
tion of our powers, if any thing demand our 
earneſtneſs and diligence, the certainty of 
death and the concerns of another world 

are 


C.J 
are too weighty and intereſting to be treated 
with neglect, or regarded with remiſſneſs. 
Pertinent and forcible here is the addreſs of 
the apoſtle Peter, 2 Ep. iii. 10, &c, © But 
* the day of the Lord will come as a thief 
e jn the night, in which the heavens ſhall 
“ paſs away with a great noiſe, and the ele- 
“ ments ſhall melt with fervent heat, the 
e earth alſo and the works that are therein 
* ſhall be burnt up: ſeeing then, that all 
te theſe things ſhall be diſſolved, what man- 
“ ner of perſons ought ye to be in all holy 
* converſation and godlinels : beloved, ſee- 


« ing that ye look for fuch things, be 
© DILIGENT that ye may be found of him 
* without ſpot and blameleſs. 


Who ſeeth not the propriety and im- 
-portance of this advice, when directed to 
perſons in our circumſtances and with our 
proſpects: perſons, between whgm and 
death there 1s but a ſtep, and who have an 
eternal judgment in view? There is no 
one who looketh for a ſudden viſit from 
ſome great and honourable friend, but who 
will be buſy in preparing for his reception. 
The houſe is ſet in order: diligent care is 
taken 


13 


taken to furniſh a proper entertainment: 
and attention is paid to the dreſs and -the 
whole appearance, that every thing may be 
in a decent and fit ſtate. But, alas! we are, 
in general, much more ſolicitous with re- 
ſpect to any concerns of this ſtate, than we 
are found to be with regard to thoſe of 
another, though eternal, world ! 


Each of us hath ſufficient reaſon to blame 
his own remiſſneſs and negligence here. 
Let the inquiry, that this ſubje& ſuggeſts, 
be directed to every boſom: and what an- 
ſwer can we return? Our Lord hath warned 
us, that his coming will be in an unexpected 
hour. He hath ſummoned us to watch. 
But have we attended to this important cau- 
tion? What is the frame and poſture of our 
minds? Is it that of thoſe who know not 
how ſoon, or how ſuddenly their Lord will 
come to reckon with them? Do I keep 
mylelf diſengaged from all exceſſive worldly 
cares and joys? Do I frequently reckon 
with myſelf and examine the ſtate of my 
virtues and graces ? Po I preſerve an ha- 
bitual and holy guard againſt the ſnares of 
life, againſt the approach and progreſs of 

D _. temptation? 


l 8 1 
temptation? And am I diligent and active 


to be found, when I ſhall be ſummoned 
hence, in a prepared ſlate ? 


Theſe inquiries are, perhaps, too cloſe 
and pungent, We have all too much ground 
to be aſhamed and weep. The wile are too 
apt to ſlumber and ſleep. What can the 
injurious and ſlothful ſervant plead ?—Let 
us exhort ourſelves and one another, while 
it is called to-day, to be vigilant and ſober. 
Our Divine Maſter calleth upon us with 
tenderneſs and authority ; What I ſay unto 
* you, Ifayunto all, Wartcay, Let every 
ear be open and every heart obedient. It 
is an exhortation enſorced by many awaken- 
ing conſiderations, and ſtrongly urged upon 
us by the neceſſity of the caſe. But this 


- leads me to point out 


II. The weighty motives, by which this 
duty may be urged. It is the command of 
Chriſt, our Maſter and Saviour. Though 
we be deaf to every other prophet and mo- 
nitor, his authority ſhould prevail and his 
love conſtrain, His injunctions are highly 
reaſonable and his requirements intimately 

connected 
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connected with our happineſs. This duty 
might be urged by conſiderations drawn 
from the power and variety of the tempta- 
tions with which we are ſurrounded: their 
number calls for our habitual caution, and 
their ſtrength ſhould ſummon all our vigour 
and reſolution. The terror and diſtreſs 
which will ſeize thoſe whom death ſhall 
ſurpriſe in an unprepared poſture, ſhould 
alarm our fears and awaken anxiety. The 
happineſs of the ſervant whom his Lord 
ſhall find watching, the joy that will ſpring 
up in the boſom of the faithful Reward, the 
reward and approbation which: his fidelity 
will receive; theſe inducements ſhould in- 
vite and allure us to be diligent and watch- 
ful. I might urge you by theſe conſidera- 
tions; I might point out the reaſonableneſs 
and excellence of the duty; I might endea- 
vour to animate you by the proſpe& of a 
final recompence, or to rouſe the mind 
from criminal ſlumbers and negligence by 
the terrors of the awful day of reckoning. 


But our time rather obliges us to confine 
ourſelves to one motive; and the connection 
of the words ſhould give hat motive pecu- 
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liar weight. It is the conſideration, which 


our Lord himſelf employs ; and that is the 


uncertainty of death, or of the day of judg- 
ment. Take heed, watch and pray; for 
« you know not when the time is: watch 
ye therefore, leſt coming ſuddenly he find 
“you ſleeping.” 


The time of our removal from this world 
is, of all events, the moſt uncertain. © There 
is no doubt (to adopt the remarks of a 
ſenſible author) had it ſeemed good to 
the all-wiſe Providence of heaven, a ſudden 
and unexpected death might have been al- 
together as unuſual, as a ſudden and unex- 
pected birth. The frame of our bodies might 
have been ſo conſtituted, as that they ſhould 
in general have gradually declined towards 
their diſſolution, in the ſame manner as they 
now advance towards their maturity and 
tulleſt growth. Such ſymptoms of our ap- 
proaching death might, uniformly and in- 
variably, have Py Mito themſelves for one, 
or two, or three years preceding the event 
itſelf, as to give every man a certain and in- 
fallible indication as to the particular time, 


at which the period of his own life ſhould 


be 
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be coneluded. But according to the real 
plan and order of Divine Providence, we 
know, that things are quite the reverſe; 
death appears in a thouſand different forms; 
it aſſaults us from every quarter: it attacks 
alike the young and the old, the healthy 
and infirm. But ſhould all be ſecure, firm, 
and impregnable in the ſtate and tempera- 
ture of the body itſelf; yet to what innu- 
merable caſualties are we expoſed from 
without“.“ 


we 
3 A —- 
Ii 


The truth is, the uncertainty of human 
life is matter of univerſal obſervation and 
of, almoſt, univerſal complaint. Can, then, 
any conſideration more ſtrongly preſſing 
be propoſed ? The next day may tranſmit 
us into an eternal world, and to the bar of 
the Judge. Is not this ſufficient to awaken 
our fears, and to rouſe us from our indo- 
lence and ſloth. It is an awful thought, 
that we may be alarmed with the ſound of 
our Lord's coming, when we are - wrapped 
up in ſleep; or may be hurried into his 
preſence, when overcharged with ſurfeiting 


* BULKLEY's Sermons on the Parables, Vol. I. p- 344+ 
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and drunkenneſs: either event will unſpeak- 
ably terrify and diſtreſs us. The danger 
of being thus ſurpriſed is ſufficient to damp 
men's eager purſuits of the world; and, 
like the hand-writing on the wall, to make 
tne guilty and careleſs tremble, even amidſt 
the joy and riot of a feaſt, 


There are moments, when the ſincere 


Chriſtian would not wiſh to be overtaken. 


by the ſummons of removal hence. Ha- 
bitual care, ſobriety, and vigtlance 1s the 
beſt preparation, the only ſecurity againſt 
the terror and grief of the unexpetted arreſt 


of death. Yet, ſtrange infatuation; while 


all own the uncertainty of life; while the 
thouſands which fall on the right-hand and 
on the left, remind us of it; each neglects 
to bring the unwelcome truth, the awaken- 
ing conſideration, home to his own boſom ; 
as if each had literally made a covenant with 


death, and was on an agreement with the 


grave. But when no ſuch covenant can 
really be formed, what is our duty and 
wiſdom, but to be always ready? 


To-day, if you will hear the voice of 
| Chriſt 
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Chriſt our Maſter, harden not your hearts: 
to-day, while it is called to-day. Let no 
one boaſt himſelf of to-morrow: for who 
knoweth what a day will bring forth. Our 
only ſafety lies in immediate preparation , 
| and habitual watchfulneſs. Be perſuaded, 
brethren, without delay, to put yourſelves 
into a watchful poſture, into a ſtate of rea- 
dineſs for that folemn event; which may be 
near, and cannot be far from any one of 
us. 
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This advice is always ſeaſonable: for 
time is ever paſſing on, and we know not 
whether life or death will ſucceed to the 
preſent moment. If one ſeaſon above ano- 
ther can render it peculiarly proper, it is 
the preſent *: when powerful baits and 
XX ſnares beſet our virtue: and it is open to an 
attack from almoſt every quarter. The 
ſeaſon of a GENERAL ELECTION, on the 
eve of which we are, is, perhaps, more 
fatal to every good principle, and to every 
virtuous practice, than almoſt any other, 


* This diſcourſe was delivered on the Lord's-Day after 
the diſſolution of Parliament. 


It 
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It calls, therefore, for peculiar circumſpec- 
tion and caution : that we may preſerve the 
integrity of our minds, the ſobriety of our 
manners, and the benevolence of our tem- 
pers. Let us be on our guard, that party 
animoſities do not deſtroy the tranquillity of, 
our breaſts, and fix in them rancour and 
reſentment : that an eagerneſs to carry our 
point do not betray us into unfair and 
diſhonourable meaſures : and that the views 


of gain neither corrupt our principles, nor 


our conduct. All the advantages and in- 
dulgences of ſuch a time are only tranſient 
and temporary. But it is a moſt ſerious 
conſideration that the effects, which a com- 
pliance with its temptations may have on 
the ind, and on our moral and ſpiritual 
ſtate, may be of /a/f/ing conſequence : or on 
the other hand, that this ſeaſon itſelf, as 
hath been often the caſe, may be ſhortened 
to individuals by the unexpected ſtroke of 
mortality. OE 


Happy, Chriſtians, will it be, if any cir- 
cumſtances can give effectual force and 
weight to the important exhortation of that 
Maſter, who employeth every motive to 
5 | eXCite 
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excite and quicken our attention to our 


eternal intereſts; who one while pleads 
I with us by his love in dying for us; and, 
, at another time, warns us by the ſuddenneſs 


o his coming. Let us watch, then, and 

pray: for /bis duty, alſo, muſt by no means 

be neglected in our preparation for that 

awful event, which will certainly come; 

though it is not known when, or how ſoon. 

If men be not prevailed on to watch, they 

run a deſperate riſk. This year, this month, 

this week their ſouls may be required of 

them. Their happineſs, their eternal m- 

tereſt may be decided in a day, or in an 

hour. When the JuDGE 1s Ar HAND, and 

XF ETERNITY AT STAKE, to be careleſs, to be 

> unprepared, is a folly that wants a name. 

l Oh! that perſuaſion could move; that en- 

treaties could prevail. Would to God, 

that CHRIST could be heard, when, with 

the wiſdom of the friend, the authority of 

the prophet, and the affection of the Saviour, 

he faith to all, WaTcny. © Blefſed are 

“ thoſe ſervants, whom the Lord, when he 
* cometh, ſhall find watching, 


Bleſſed, in ths view, was that good man, 
E whoſe 
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whoſe death exemplifies the truth and im- 
portance of every obſervation I have ad- 
vanced, and of every exhortation with 
which I have now addreſſed you. His life 
was filled up with the active ſervice of his 
divine Maſter; and without the pains of 
ſickneſs, it was cloſed in a moment. It is 
to be much lamented, that the world loſt 
his uſeful labours at the age of fifty-three, 
or fifty- four. Few have appeared in the 
character he ſupported, with better abilities, 
with a greater depth of erudition, ſuperior 
inventive powers, united with a more lively 
force of genius. He purſued its ſtudies with 
uncommon aſſiduity and ardour, and per- 
formed its duties with zeal. When he 
preached in the metropolis, he was followed 
by admiring crowds; and in his regular 
iphere of ſervice, his labours were extended 
through fiſteen villages, and his paſtoral 
charge laid in ſiſty pariſhes. The beginning 
of his life was marked by early piety, and 
by ſufferings in the cauſe of righteouſneſs. 


An uncle took him under his patronage 
when he was a boy, and educated him for 
the e in the eſtabliſned church. At 

about 
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about fifteen or ſixteen years of age he was 


brought under ſerious impreſſions, and became 
poſſeſſed with a ſtrong ſenſe of the importance 
and excellence of real religion, by hearing the 
eminent and reverend Mr. GEORGE WHITE- 
FIELD; Whole preaching wrought ſuch a 
change in his temper and behaviour, as could 
not be long concealed : his uncle was ſo ex- 
aſperated, as to diſcard him, and to expoſe 
him to the ſevereſt hardſhips and extreme 
poverty. He was for a few years one of Mr. 
WH1TEFIELD'S preachers, and in that con- 
nection married, when very young. During 
that period of his life, he became, on con- 
viction, a Diſſenter and a Baptiſt. At the 
1 in the year 1759, he 
was invited to a congregation of Proteſtant- 
Diſſenters in Cambridge, conſiſting of thirty- 
four members, and ſo poor, that all they 
could poſſibly propoſe to raiſe for his ſupport 
was „g 6s. per quarter. He preached 
with them, on trial, nearly two years, and 
ſettled as their paſtor in 1761. In 1774, 
the congregation, including children and 
ſervants, conſiſted of a thouſand ſouls, 


He had not been long ſettled at Cambridge, 
before his ſingular talents and excellent qua- 
E 2 lifications 
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lifications began to be much noticed; and, 
at the deſire of the town and gown, he ſet 
up a Lord's-day evening-letture, which was 
crowded. It was ſuppoſed that not leſs than 
one hundred and fifty or two hundred gowns- 
men generally attended. His preaching 
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was altogether without notes; a method in 
which he was peculiarly happy: not by 
truſting to his memory entirely, nor by 
working himſelf up to a degree of warmth 


and paſſion, to which the preachers 


among whom he firſt appeared, com- 
monly owe their ready utterance ; but by 
thoroughly ſtudying and making himſelf 
perfectly maſter of his ſubje&, and a certain 
faculty of expreſſion which is never at 
a loſs for ſuitable and proper words. In 


ſhort, his manner was admirably adapted 


to enlighten the underſtanding, and to 


affect and reform the heart. He had 


luch a plainneſs of ſpeech, ſuch an eaſy 


and apparent method in dividing a dif. 


courle, and ſuch a familiar way of reaſon- 
ing, as diſcovered an heart filled with the 
tendereſt concern for the meaneſt of his 
hearers; and yct there was a decency, 


propriety, and juſtneſs, that tHe moſt 


( judicious could not but approve.” Seve- 


ral 
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ral gentlemen of the univerſity, eminent for 


character and abilities, were his conltant 


hearers. . 


His good ſenſe and generous ſpirit would 
not ſuffer him to go into the trammels of 
any party. Religious liberty, if I may be 
allowed the expreſſion, was his idol. From 
this principle he would not accept the pa- 
ſtoral office, till the congregation had con- 
ſented to open and enlarge their commu- 
nion, which till then had been formed upon 
the ſtrict and rigid principle of an agreement 
in the queſtions concerning Baptiſm, He 
was open to conviction and the warm friend 
of free-· inquiry. It is a ſtriking proof of 
this, that, as it is generally underſtood, he 
lately changed his ſentiments concerning 
the perſon of Chriſt, and became a believer 
of the divine unity, after having publiſhed 
a popular piece to prove that Feſus Chriſt is 
truly and properly God, which procured him 
the offer of conſiderable preferment in the 
church, 


At a very great expence of application 
and labour, he had prepared Ax HisToRY 
OF 


E 
or BA PTISM, AND OF THE BAPTISTS; 
which work, though it may appear from 
its ſubject to be adapted principally, if not 
ſolely, to meet the wiſhes of a particular 
party, was drawn up, as he wrote to me, 
to ſerve the common cauſe ; that of liberty. 
He added, The common cauſe, I ſay; for 
* the primitive goſpel was nothing but the 
« doctrine and precepts of Jeſus. The bond 
* union was virtue and not faith. Piety 
and virtue were eſſential. The under- 
e ſtanding was left open and unawed by 
any human ſtandards, and improvement 
* went on at a great rate. Every thing 
<« was tried in the fire of criticiſm. The 
% Manichean goſpel was reaſoned againſt 
* the Greek goſpel. The nature of Jeſus 
vas inveſtigated, and no harm was done; 
* till the Alexandrian ſchool perſonified the 
Logos, and dreamt John the Fiſherman 
* uſed the word in their ſenſe : which ſenſe 
„they ſet up as a ſtandard, and ſent it 
rolling down to poſterity in the tears and 
the blood of pious and virtuous believers 
in Chriſt. Church-Hiſtory ſeems to me 
* one long he, and no branch of hiſtory 
needs ſo much a reform. I was not 


44 


awarc 


27 
. 
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E 
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aware that Baptiſm connected itſelf with 
all Church-Hiſtory: but I find it does, 
by connefting itſelf with baptiſmal creeds, 


« and, of courſe, with all the concomitants 
of theſe inſtruments of mental oppreſ- 
* preſſhon*.” 


The firſt part of this work is now in the 
Preſs; but before it could appear, the learned 
and excellent Author is no more. 


I could enlarge upon his hiſtory ; but my 
time forbids it. I have ſaid enough to give 
you ſome 1dea of the great loſs which the 
cauſe of literature and truth, liberty and 
religion, hath ſuſtained. - His labours are 
"XE finiſhed. In an unexpected moment, he is 
taken from his family, his friends, and the 
XZ world. An affecting warning of the doom 
IF that may await ſome of us! A ſtriking ad- 

W monition to be 4% ready. HAPPY IS HE 
X wHom ns LoRD, WHEN HE COMETH, 
3 SHALL FIND WATCHING. 


* From a Letter, dated May 29, 1787. 
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Mr. R 0 E 1 N 8 0 Y 
Ian be acceptable to many 

to be furniſhed with ſome fuller and 
more particular Memoirs of the late Mr. 
Rozixsox, than were quite conſiſtent with 
the nature and length of a diſcourſe de- 


livered from the pulpit. The following 
pages are meant to meet the wiſhes uch. 


Mr. Rona RosiNsOox was 8 at | 
Swaffham inNorfolk, of a reſpectable family 
for outward-circumſtances, His father died 
when, he was young, and his grandfather, 
Reskar Wiyxin, of Milden-Hall, Suffolk, 
eil : F Gent. 


1 2 — = - — * 
—᷑z:;ʒ⁊ẽ vWwꝛ; ß ] . —  — —— — : = TIE + £ 
- — — — © — — — * 3 — £ + — 
” — — — 7 
m — N * 5 SP 


—— II — 2 — =_ 


2 — mn 
ac—z nr nt 
x .. Ss LY — 
. 
— — —— . — — — — — A 


— — 


Fl 
Ms! 
„ 
th 
ts . 
Wl ws 
* 1 
1 


n 
4 - NESS 
r 
— > — iS 
e 
LS. 9 Bob 
. * 
3 1 
4 - AED 
1 7 5 ro -\, 
"oy — 
. K 
2 * 1 4 
s 4 * 
T n 
. * 
0 8 - 0" 
1 = 
N : er 
— 2 E . 5 ly 
# b 7 ” 
. 


1 2 
1 
1 


Gent. having never been reconciled to his 
daughter's marriage, deprived him of his 
maternal inheritance, which would, in the 
courſe of things, hate deſcended to him, by 
diſinheriting him with a legacy of half a 
guinea. In theſe deſtitute circumſtances, his 
uncle, à ſubſtantial Farmer, took him home, 
provided for him, and placed him under 
the Rev. Josz rn BRERrr, a Clergyman, 
at Scarning- School, in Norfolk. 
V 4 ; 
The circumſtances which unhappily, and 
unjuſtly, loft hir s uncte's patronage, 
paved the way for the future events of his 
life. He became, by this means, detached 
from the eſtabliſhed church, ufHmu tore at 
liberty to inveſtigate the grounds of '#! diſſent 
from it, free from the bials of paſt ſubſerip- 
tions to its articles, briof views to its emo- 
luments. The incident Which gave occa- 
Gotr for his dilcatding the common ſepti- 
ments on the ſubject of baptiſm, at once 
marked the turn of his mind, and ſhews 
what apparently flight cauſes frequently 
determine the lot and uſefulneſs of our 
lives: He was invited to the baptiſm of a 
child; the mmiſter who was to perform the 
2 2 ſervice, 
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ſervice, keeping the company in long ex- 
peRation of his appearance, ſome one ſug- 
geſted, that ſuppoſing the child . Were, not 
baptized at all, he Jaw, not how 4t..could 
affect his happineſs. Though the converſa: 
tion was not purſued, the hint ſtruck Mr. 
Rogixsox's mind; and he immediately 
determined to read the New. Tellamem, 
with this particular view, to examine what 
it ſaid concerning the baptiſm: of Infants. 
Matthew, and, i in ſucceſſion, , peruled che 
hiſtorical and epiſtolary books; in expec- 
tation that he ſhould find in every follow. 
ing part/what he had not met with in the 
preceding parts of the ſacred volume, namely, 
paſſages recommending and urging this ite. 
But obſerving, on the whole, a total ſilence 
about it, he thought. it his duty. to relin- 
quilh, the practice, as without foungation in 
the rule of our faith; which appeared 40 
him to ſpeak only of. the en 6h by 
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This change of his ſentiments was more 
Shed So than the former alterations in 


his reiz dau judgment, to his worldly. views. 
F 2 And 
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And having married very early in life from 
pure affection, he was involved in great 
difficulties, for near twelve years, after his 
ſettlement in Cambridge ; as, in that courſe 

of time, his family became numerous, and 
the ſupport of an aged mother, as well as 
of a wife and ten children, laid upon him. 


But unexpected ſupplies, from quarters of 


which he was ignorant, frequently relieved 
his neceſſities, and ſupported his truft in 
Providence: yet the ſituation of his family 


muſt, it is _ to conceive, much affect his | 


| mind. 

For he appears to have poſſeſſed great 
tenderneſs and ſenſibility, and to have re- 

garded, with peculiar endearment, his do- 
meſtick connections. The reader will be 
touched and pleaſed with an engaging proof 
of this, furniſhed by the manner in which 
he wrote to me, concerning the death of 
an amiable daughter. - His letter was dated 
January 5, 1788; and it opened thus: 


The laſt queſtion in your favour of 
« July 18, how your family is 2 requires an 
« anſwer, which you will accept as an apo- 


6 "ogy 


2 

« Jogy for my ſilence. Alas! my heart is 
« too full. I can only tell you, we are 
„ 1020 recovered, and returned to our uſual 
„ labours. Three years, the loveheſt of all 
„girls, the pride and the beauty of my 
family, was declining. In October ſhe 
« fell aſleep, ſaying, as ſhe reclined her 
% head, Lord, into thy hands I commend my 
« ſpirit. Seventeen years of age; five feet 
« ten inches high; ſtraight as a palm-tree: a 
fund of wit, an innocence of manners, 
and a piety and virtue regulated by wiſe 
« and juſt ſentiments of the great Supreme : 
« all, all are fled, and here am I, here 


As on lonely building's top 
The ſparrow tells her moan, 
Far from the tents of joy and * 

I fit and grieve alone“ 


My dear Sir, ſay 3 to me; I try to 
* acquieſce, I comfort my wife, and the 
_ © reſt of my family, and in collecting for 

* them ſooth myſelf: but this hath been a 
deep wound; for all were moſt affec- 
* tionately attached to the lovely Jo LIA. I 
* have done I am a parent. Forgive me,” 


His 


WB 
11 


10 i 


Wl! 0 
Wil ih 


L 38 ] 


His afflicted mind received, about the 
ſame time, conſolation, from the pious diſ- 
poſitions teſtified by ſome of his ſurviving 
children. For, in the ſame letter, he adds; 
« A fortnight ago, I baptized ſix of my 
« children, and the church received them 


«© jnto communion.” | . 


On this occaſion, he departed from his 
own former, and the uſual, mode of per- 

forming the ſervice ; © I adminiſtered the 
„ ordinance,” he writes, © by bowing their 
heads forward into the water, a a Per» 
i fect immerſion was effected. I think this 
* was the primitive mode, and I determined 
to try it. Here we uſually baptize by 
„ laying the perſon down backward. I be. 
„ lieve, I ſhall always baptize in future as I 
« baptized theſe. I ſee, or think I ſee many 


“advantages. 


It may be reckoned a e ee. * 
of mention, that the ſphere of Mr. Rozßix. 
$ON's miniſtry and uſeſulneſs was the ſame 
in which his great-grandfather, Mr. SkzLLY, 
of Jeſus-College, and Vicar of All-Saints, 


principles 
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principles of the Puritans, | about the begin! 
ning of the laſt. century. The firſt Pro- 
teſtantDiſſenting ehurdhes in the county of 
Cambridgeſhire, ' were formed by the Rev. 
Francis HolcRorrT, M. A. whom the 
Act of Uniformity expelled! from Baſfag- 
X 42%. Thoſe of the town of Cambridge were 
of pour ſorts; the Independents, Prefbyterians] 
1 Baptiſts,” and a fociety diſtinct from theſe; 
under the direction of a Mr. DAvis, a 
Welehman. The three firſt differed from 
each other only in d1/#þ/ine, but the laſt 
differed from all the reſt in docirine. Theſe 
congregations had undergone many revolu- 
tions, and the reputation of the Diſſenters 
in the univerſity and neighbourhood, had, 
for almoſt a century, been ſinking into con- 
tempt, when Mr. Ropixsov ſettled with 
the Baptiſt Church at Sbone-Turd. His 
learning and abilities, his diſtinguiſhed and 
unaffette@ piety, with a moſt prudent and 
eircumſpeët deportment, raiſed their repu- 
tation. The place in which his people 
aſſembled; which was at firſt a barn, aſter- 
wards a ſtable: and granary, and then a 
meeting-houſe, but ſtill a damp, dark; and 
ruinous place, ſoon became too ſmall for 
| | the 
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the audience: and ſeveral of the new audi- 
tors, being men of fortune, they purehaſed 
the ſeite, and erected at their own expence 
a new houſe, in _— wie 


It appears from a note in the chats 
book, chat by the neareſt calculation Mr, 
RoBINSON could make, about the year. 1774s 
two hundred families attended his preaching 
A008 in Cambridge; amounting, if five are allowed 
411 to each family, to about one thouſand ſouls; 

on which he drops this devout reflection: 
e Merciful God, what a change! who is 
" ſufficient for theſe my * 
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The. names of Dr. 3 pro- 
feſſor of muſick in the univerſity, of PA l- 
MER, HAMMOND, T'yRwHiT, and FREND; 
as gentlemen whom he numbered among his 
friends, and who attended occaſionally at 
. his place of his worſhip, will reflect honour 
| | on his name and character; as the temper 

| with which he regarded their friendſhip and 
attendance, ſhewed the liberality of þzs 
ſpirit. With reſpect to this matter, he 
wrote to me thus: For my part, I go for 
* > hererick, becauſe ſuch as theſe do me 
« the 
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the honour of an intimacy, and attend at 
"XX *« our place of worſhip. May my church, 


* "X « like heaven, hold all nations, tongues 
d nd nde - - 
5 „ 
His labours, as a preacher, - were not 
a limited to the town of Cambridge; but ſoon 
* after his coming there, affected with the 
* groſs ignorance of the people round that 
Y city, and touched with a compaſſionate 
g concern for their ſouls, he ſet up ſeveral 
d lectures in the adjacent villages. His lec- 
3 tures were either annual or occaſional, or 
E ſtated on fixed days. The uſual time was 
8 half an hour after fix in the evening; and 
ſometimes at five in the morning, and now 
and then in the ſummer at two in the after- 
- noon, for the ſake of thoſe who came from 
- a diſtance, The whole number of hearers 
y whom he addreſſed at theſe lectures, throw- 


ing together the numbers at each place, 
"FF vere eſtimated at two thouſand nine hun- 
dred. 


His talents were admirably calculated for 
this kind of miniſterial ſervice; and his 
* A Letter dated the 2oth-of December 178g. 

L G ſtrain 


WW Sod Sir ES. A ©. © © 7} ST. 


« you think,” my dear Touruix, “ that 
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ſtrain of preaching, though familiar and 
ſtriking, was ſenſible and practical; adapted 
to convey into the minds of his uninformed 
hearers the moſt uſeful inſtruction, with 
enlarged and rational views of religion. 
This was agreeable to the manner in which 
he once expreſſed himſelf in a letter. Do 


* we ſhall do much good to truth and 
virtue, while. we preach inſcrutabiliae 8 
% Says a grave brother, Friend, I never 
heard you preach on the Trinity. I re- 2 
* plied, O, I intend to do ſo as ſoon as ever 
* I underſtand it “.“ | * 


Some of his neighbours, who had more 
zeal than knowledge, ſuſpecting and im- 
peaching his orthodoxy, becauſe he would 
not go into their meaſures, and adopt their 
Shibboleth, years ago endeavoured to ali: 
nate the affections of his own people from 
him. But his declaration both in public 
and private, was © That he left the Church 
e of England for liberty, and he 1 
« be 1 


* A Letter dated the 2oth of December 178g. 


*" 


His 


E 


His boſom glowed with generous indigna- 


tion againſt perſecutors: and he could ſcarcely 


ſpeak with temper, when the name of the 
great reformer, CaLvix, came acrols him. 
Thus once writing concerning his intended 


Hiſtory of the Baptiſts, he expreſſed himſelf 


in theſe ſtrong terms : © The Calviniſt Bap- 
* tiſts are the youngeſt children of our 


« family, and nothing ſhocks me ſo much 


« as to ſee them ſing pſalms round the tomb 
of that bloody CaLvin, who burnt SER.“ 
«© VETUS, the learned, the benevolent, the 
* pious, the generous SERVETUS. I cannot 
forgive the —— for this barbarous deed. 
“Forgive my warmth*,” At another time 


ſpeaking of Mr. TYRwuirT, as * one of the 


* moſt complete ſcholars and beſt men of 
* the univerſity,” he adds, © he hath kindly 
looked out books for me to ſerve the 
hiſtory of SERVETUS. I am not yet deter- 
mined where to place that good and ex- 
cellent man, whether in his own Navarre, 
or in Geneva. Barbarous CALvin appears 


in an odious light in that buſineſst.” 


A Letter dated the 2gth of May 1787. 
T Ibid, 5th of January 1788. 


G 2 | Not- 


— ĩͤ v —— — 


r Er CEE CCC — 
— — „575 1 


ledge and all human things, gradual and 


« Ewen, Eſq. L. L. D. one of His Majeſty's 
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Notwithſtanding the enlarged ſentiments 
he entertained on the ſubject of liberty, it 
appears from an extract which I have before 
me, from his church book at Cambridge, 
that his views on the nature and extent of 
it were, as is generally the caſe with know- 


_—_— 
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progreſſive. For he qualified as a Diſſent- 
ing miniſter, according to the requiſition of 
the law, but afterwards repented of It 
The extract runs thus: 


In the year 1765, WILLIAM HowELL 


* juſtices of the peace in Cambridge, adviſed 
the Difſenting miniſters in town to quahfy 
* as the Att of Toleration required. Dr, 
% EwEN's advice was quite friendly, was 
* ſent by Mr. IvatT to me, and was 
* meant to preſerve us from trouble on 
account of the omiſſion. Accordingly 
„ Mr, DAR BV, the then Independent miniſ- 
« ter, and I went to the ſhire-hall at the 
* ſeſſions, on Friday, October 11, 1765, 
* and in the preſence of the Right Honour- 
* able the Earl of HaxDwicks, chairman, 
and ſeveral others of His Majeſty's juſtices 
of 
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of the peace, took the oaths of allegiance 
and ſupremacy, and alſo the oath of 


1 2 


« abjuration, ſubſcribing our names as the 
« act directs: of all this we received cer- 
« tificates from ]. Day, the clerk of the 
peace. But added Mr. Rozinson, © Had 
& I ſeen things in the light I now do, 1774, 
“I might have thanked Dr. EWEN for his 
e advice, but would have run all hazards 
* rather than have qualified thus. Bleſſed be 
* God for an High-Prieſt, who can have com- 
* paſſion on the IGNORANT, and on them that 
* are OUT OF THE WAV.“ 


This tranſaction, and the reflection on it, re- 
corded by his own pen, are proofs of a candid 
and ingenuous mind, open to conviction. In 
this view the change of his ſentiments, at 
a later period, of life, on the queſtion con- 
cerning the perſon of Chriſt, and his becom- 
ing an UN1TARIAN, is to be mentioned 
with applauſe. For though when a learned, 
ingenious, and ſenſible perſon renounces 
the opinions which he had himſelf em- 
braced, publicly avowed, and illuſtrated and 
defended by his pen, it may be looked upon 
as a preſumptive proof of the clearneſs and 
; force 
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1 
force of evidence on the ſide to which, 
againſt ſuch former bias, he goes over: yet 
this conduct ſhould be held up, not as an 
authority to determine the judgment of 


others, but only an example of impartiality 
in the inveſtigation of truth, and of integrity 


and fortitude in following their convictions, 


when men ſuppoſe they have found it, which 
it becomes us to imitate, and which all 
candid and generous minds will hold in great 
eſteem. 


It would not be treating the hacer of 


Mr. RozinsoN with juſtice, to conceive 
that he was influenced in this matter by any 


conſideration, but the weight of argument, 
as on a further examination of the ſubject, it 
offered to his mind. He would have ſcorn- 
ed the imputation of being governed by 


50 worldly motive, or led by the authority 


any great names. I can quote here his 
own words: © One of our congregation 
hath married into Dr. PRIESTLEv's fa- 
mily. I live in hope of ſeeing and hear- 
ing that great man in our pulpit: but I 
will never credit him or any other man, 
beyond my own convictions: and I am 
* ſure 


1 


XX « ſure he _ not wiſh for aber but 


6 - * converts ® | 


It is a remarkable circumſtance, that the 
laſt pulpit in which Mr. Ropinson appear- 


ed, was that of Dr. PRIESTILVYV. Had his 


life been ſpared, the fortitude and ingeni- 
ouſneſs, which on former ſimilar occaſions 
he diſplayed, juſtify our ſuppoſing, that he 
would, in ſome public way, have declared 
his diſapprobation of the doctrine he had 
defended, for the ſake of truth, and on 
the account of thoſe whom his pen had led 
into, or confirmed in, a great error f; in- 


A letter dated the 5th of Jan. 1788. 
+ A late eminently learned prelate, Dr. Law, biſhop 


= of Carliſle, hath afforded a laudable example of candour 


in the laſt edition of his celebrated work, entitled, © The 


9 * Theory of Religion.” He publiſhed it and carried it 


1 2 | through ſeveral editions, while he believed the Arian 


opinion concerning Chrilt : but having, previouſly to 


the laſt appearance of it, embraced the Socinian notion; 


thoſe which had been expounded agreeably to the Arian 
7 1 hypotheſis in the former editions, are made to ſpeak a 
5 os 3 ſenſe agreeing with the Socinian : a condutt worthy 
J of a Chriſtian biſhop, and deſerving imitation. See a 


recent work, full of learning, of all judicious remarks, 


and liberal ſentiment. DyER's Inquiry 1 into the Nature 
of Subſcription, p· 97. 


. conſiſtent 
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conſiſtent with the true character of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and derogatory from the glory of 
Gop the FarRHER. But Mr. Roninson's 
thoughts of this kind, whatever they were, 
and all his purpoſes of uſefulneſs, are broken 
off. © Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, 
edo it with thy might; for there is no work, 
© nor device, nor knowledge, nor wiſdom, 
jn the grave whither thou goeſt.“ 


Mr. RozinsoN's life was marked by ac- 
tive labours, and given to cloſe ſtudy ; 
of this his works furniſh ample proofs. 
For, beſides. the originality which diſtin- 
guiſhes them, they abound with materials 
collected from much learned reading and 
diligent application, 


His firſt publication, occaſioned by the 
application of the Diſſenting Miniſters to 
parliament, for relief in the matter of ſub- 
ſcription, was entitled, Arcana; or the 
Principles of the late Petitions to Parlia- 
ment, &c. in Eight Letters to a Friend; 
* on Candour in Controverſy, Uniformity 
in Religion, the Right of Private Judg- 
ment, Civil Magiſtracy, Innovation, Or- 
| * thodoxy, 


L 49 J 
g te thodoxy, Perſecution, and Sophiſtry. 
2 


4 


In 1775 there appeared from his pen, 
& * Sermons on the Attributes of God, and 
bon the Truth of Revelation,” tranſlated 
from the original French of the late Re v. 
KS James SAURIN, two vols. 8vo. 


In 1776 a ; worthy friend of Mr. Rogix- 
sox's, with his permiſſion, printed © A Lec- 
W © ture on a becoming Behaviour in Reli- 
8 © gious Aſſemblies, delivered on Sunday- 
== © Evening, January 10, 1773, at the are 
ing -Houſe in St. Andrew's, Cambridge.” 
*X This was conſidered as a maſter- piece of 
XX <loquence and ſound reaſoning. 


= In 1777 there came out a third volume 
ol a tranſlation of Sau RIx S Sermons, On 
he principal Doctrines of Chriſtianity,”— 
"2 NM “The Hiſtory and Myſtery of Good-Fri- 
day, occaſioned by the ſerious ſolemnity 
.Þ | with which the day was obſerved that year 
3 at Cambridge, and through the kingdom, 
1 It was compoſed between the Friday and 
H © the 
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the ſucceeding Tueſday.—“ The Nature 


and Neceſſity of early Piety,” a Sermon 


preached at Willingham, Cambridgeſhire, 
on the fifth day of the year 1772; and © A 
Plan of Lectures on the Principles of 
Non- Conformity, for the Inſpection of 
“ Catechumens.” This piece has paſſed 
through ſeveral editions; and is the ſame 
which Mr. Bu RRE quoted in the Houle on 
the late debates about the Teſt Laws. Mr. 
BuRKE's cenſure on it would apply, with 
equal truth and force, to every publication, 
to every ſentiment advanced by any author 
in favour of religious liberty, and againſt 
impoſition: and it is plain that Mr. BuRRk E 
had not read this catechiſm with attention 
and care, nor comprehended the deſign 
of its author, who equally reprobates pre/- 
byterian as epiſcopal church-government ; and 
who in his preface declares: © Captivity of 
* conſcience 1s the only object of my complaint, 
* the liberation of it the ſole object for my at- 
* tention.” This was the deſign, for which, 
Mr. Bu REE ſhould recollect, the Son of 
God taught and died: the principle he ex- 
plicitly avowed, and called on' his diſciples 
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to maintain: Call no man your father 
« upon earth; for one is your Father, 
« which is in heaven. Neither be ye called 


©* maſters; for one is your Maſter, even 


« Chriſt, and all ye are brethren.” 


During the time that the appearance ofthe 
fourth volume of the tranſlation of SAauRiN's 
Sermons was delayed, by ſome cauſes 
which Mr, Rozinsow could neither foreſee 
nor prevent, he gave to the public in two. 
vols. 8vo. © A Tranſlation of CLAUD ES 
Eſſay on the Compoſition of a Sermon, 
enriched with copious notes and illuſtra- 
tions, replete with wit, learning, and good 
ſenſe. To this work was prefixed the liſe 
of Monſieur CLAu pk. . 


In 1780 Mr. Rosninson publiſhed a Ser- 
mon, entitled The Chriſtian Doctrine of 
* Ceremonies.” It is grounded on 2 Cor. 
iv. 3, 4, and offers a new tranſlation of the 
words, viz. © If our goſpel be vailed, it is 
% vailed among the things that are aboliſbed 
* (1. e. Jewiſh ceremonies) by which the 
God of this world hath blinded the eyes 
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te of them which believe not.“ The author, 
conceiving that the text does not ſpeak of 
final impenitence, but of the the abuſe of 
Jewiſh ceremonies, endeavours to juſtify 
the worſhip of our Non-Conformiſt 
churches, by giving an anſwer to this plain 
queſtion, „Why do we reſpect the ceremo- 
* nies of the Jewiſh religion, and reject the 
& ſame ceremonies in the Chriſtian religion.“ 
An appendix aims critically to eſtabliſh the 
truth and propriety of the tranſlation, 


In 1781 he appeared as the able literal 
advocate for Chriſtian Liberty and Catholi- 
ciſm, in a tract entitled, „ The General 
% Doctrine of Toleration applied to the 
particular Caſe of Free-Communion.“ 
The Kingdom of Chriſt not of this world, a 
Sermon preached. at Broadmead, Briſtol, 
Auguſt 28, 1781, being the day of the an- 
nual meeting of the Education-Society, was 
alſo pobliſhed this Years 


2 1782 V ſubmitted to the public eye a 
fourth volume of the tranſlation of SAURIN'S 


Sermons, „On Chriſtian Morality.” A 
tract 


/ 
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tract called © A Political Catechiſm, in- 
© tended to convey, in a familiar manner, 
« juſt ideas of good civil government, and 
the Britiſh Conſtitution; and“ The S 


* fciency of the Holy Scriptures, a Sermon 
preached at Salter's-Hall, London, Sept. 11, 


1782, in behalf of the Bible Society. 


In the year 1784, the tranſlation, of 
SAURIN's Sermons was completed by the 
appearance of the fifth volume on various 
ſubjects. This is the proper place to ob- 
ſerve, that theſe volumes were accorapa- 
nied with prefaces, that were in themſelves 
valuable ſpecimens of the tranſlator's abili- 
ties and learning. The preface to the firſt 
volume, which did him great honour, con- 
tained the Memoirs of the Reformation in 
France, and of the Life of the Rev. James . 
SAURIN, The ſecond offered Remarks on 
Deiſm. The third exhibits various ani- 
mated Refleftions 6n Chriſtian Liberty, and, 


Human Explications of a Divine Revela- 


tion. The fourth ſets before the reader a 


few Strictures on the Nature and Obliga - 
tions of Men, and on the Moral Influence 
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of the Goſpel. The fifth points out wherein 


the tranſlator differed from his author, and 
eriticiſes Mr. SAURIN as a preacher. 


r 
1 
1 


Another production from Mr. Rozin- 
60N's pen, of the ſame year with the fifth 
volume of SAURIN, was © A Diſcourſe ad- 
“ dreſſed to the Congregationat Maze-Pond, 
e Southwark, on their public Declaration 
* of having choſen Mr. James Dore their 
* Paſtor.” March 25, 1784. 


In 1786, Mr. Roz1nsoN gave the public 
a volume of Sermons, entitled, © Sixteen 
* Diſcourſes on ſeveral Texts of Scripture, 
% addreſſed to Chriſtian Aſſemblies in Vil- 
& lages near Cambridge: To which are 
added, Six Morning Exerciſes.” To- 
wards the end of the ſame year there came 
from the preſs, a Sermon, preached at the 
ordination of the Rev. GEORGE ET; 
at St. Ives. 


A Sermon preached at Cambridge, Feb. 
10, 1788, entitled, © Slavery inconſiſtent 
* with the Spirit of Chriſtianity,” cloſes the 
liſt of his a: 


e APlea 
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« A Plea for the Divinity of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt,” which was his moſt po- 
pular performance, remains to be men- 
tioned; becauſe not having at preſent the, 
tract by me, I could not exactly aſcertain 
the date of its appearance. This ought not 
to be noticed without adding, that it gave 
occaſion for a moſt able and maſterly work. 
from the pen of Mr. LI x DSEx, called, © An 
Examination of Mr. Ros1xnsoN's of Cam- 
* bridge's Plea for the Divinity of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt; which it eſpecially becomes 
thoſe who were impreſſed with the ſtate- 
ment of the argument in the © Plea © care- 
fully and ſeriouſly to read, as chey would 
not incur the blame of partiality in hearing 
only one ſide, or fall under the ſuſpicion of 
being afraid, and unwilling to meet the evi- 
dence againſt the opinion they have em- 
braced. 


The principal work of Mr. RozixsoN 
hath not yet ſeen the light; and that is, his 
Hiſtory of Baptiſm, and of the Baptiſts, of 
which it was his intention to make two dif- 
ferent publications. The firſt part of the 
Hiſtory 


L 3 

Hiſtory of Baptiſm is printed off, and only 
ſome of the laſt ſheets wait for correction. 
The latter, I underſtand, was all fairly 
written out by the author; who, in his 
reſearches for materials, as he himſelf ex- 
preſſed it, he buried himſelf alive for two 
« years, having done nothing, except the 
« ſervices of his church.” As to the Hiſtory 
of the Baptiits, a late learned and ſenſible 
writer avoweth conſiderable expeRations 
from it. © The hiſtory of this people,” ſaith 
he, © when brought to light by the ingeni- 
* ous Mr. RosinsoN, muſt be deeply in- 
* tereſting and important *.“ He himſelf 
conſidered their hiſtory as connected with 
that of the moſt weighty opinions, which 
have been ſhgmatized as anabaptiſtical er- 
rors; ſuch as the right of ſtates to equal and 
univerſal civil and religious liberty; the 
right of all to aſſociate for religious worſhip, 
as they themſelves thought proper; the ſuf- 
ficiency of ſcripture; and the competency of 
every individual to judge of its 'meaning. 
All the parties into which this people may, 

* DyER's Inquiry into the Nature of Subſcription to 
the 39 Articles, p. 342: 
in 


18 


in different parts of Europe, have been di- 

vided, he conceived, might be made to 

plead the common cauſe of liberty, the ne- 

ceſſity of perſonal conviction in religion, 

and the ſafety and advantage of following 

its dictates; which might be contraſted with 
ſtates depopulated by penal ſanctions, and 

churches converted into ſlaughter-houſes by 

human creeds “. 


* Copied from a letter dated the 24th of May 1787. 
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